
                                            
 

20-August-2014 10:30am-12:00pm 

Gallaudet Sustainability Council Mtg; Alumni House Conf. Rm  

Attendees: William Banks Meloyde Batten-Mickens Keith Doane  Anthony Finocchio 

  Carolyn Gates  William Hughes  Justin Lasko  Erinn Monarty 

  Carlos Navas  Levi Taxler   

 

 Welcome Back!! 

o Intern planning – Update from Mel  

 We have approval to hire a Sustainability Intern.  It will be housed in the 

Facilities Dept.  We are discussing the intern’s direct report.  He/She will 

also join this counsel. 
 

o Johnson Control Inc (JCI). Student Energy Engagement Campaign targeted for a 

September/October rollout – Discussion mtg August 26
th

. – Comments from Mel 

& Zachary 

 We are getting documents to inform folks of the case study we did of the 

campus.  We will consider handing out fliers.  The target date for getting 

those docs out is Sept/Oct. Hopefully, once this phase is done we can do it 

every Sept/Oct.  We will announce it to everyone. 
 
 

 Discussion topics – Lets start early so we can maximize our sustainability efforts!!! 
 

o Earth Hour/Earth Day Early Planning 

 Mel shared Last year we had Laith with us and he took Earth Hour to the 

next level.  If we can start working on it now we can have a really good 

program.  Green Grow can connect with Bill Banks and he can show you the 

information was used in the past.  I would like to continue this being student 

led so think about the students who you think would like to lead this event. 

Maybe during the next meeting we can get some ideas together and hopefully 

by January we can see what we have and what we can do. 
 

o Composting – We can re-visit how we can tackle this topic with Davina. As we 

noted last season, more discussion is warranted with Gary Aller from Business 

Services. 

 Mel shared you can review the Sustainability site to see how far we’ve come 

with composting.  We are thinking about doing something smaller.  If we 



want to do something larger we will need to discuss this with Gary Aller.  I 

would like to see this project start and end with the school year.  Erin, please 

check with Davina to see where we can go with this project. 

 Erin shared it seems like Gary does not want to do this because he does not 

understand the concept.  It seems like he thinks it will cost too much.  Davina 

has the estimate. 

 Mel shared what we can do is get together a small presentation and a 

subsection of the counsel to meet with Gary and show him what composting 

is all about.  It is not a pretty job but it is a meaningful job.  Maybe we can 

see if Grounds or Facilities can absorb the cost.  Billy, would you like to join 

this discussion? 

 Billy replied yes, if it includes cost on our end will it require overtime? 

 Carlos stated right now we do not have enough staff in Grounds to do 

it. 

 Justin stated there is a concern this will attract undesirable animals 

and rodents.  How will we control this issue? Is there a way to cover 

the compost? 

 Mel replied this is a great concern.  We have to make sure we cover 

that issue.  We can reach out to other universities that are composting. 

 Billy stated we can also ask other universities’ finance staff about the 

financial aspect of it.   
 

o Green Grow info-share… 

 Green Grow shared a PowerPoint presentation on their Sustainability 

Projects – Bird Feeders, Compost, Rain Barrels, Art Wall, Recycling, 

Cement Mural, Irrigation System, Convertible Benches, Education Field 

Trips, Farmer’s Market, Honeybees, Fundraising Events, Convertible 

Benches, and Community Relationships.  (the PowerPoint can be reviewed 

on the Sustainability site) 

 Mel shared I receive a lot of requests for award submissions.  I would like to 

get with you to see how we can add Green Grow. 
 

o Recycling Program Discussion –  

 Are we interested in doing Recyclemania? 

 Carlos shared this is when the students compete between dorms.  They 

recycle then weigh it and it goes to a Recyclemania committee. 

 Carolyn shared it take a tremendous effort to keep it up.  I would like 

to do it in the future but would have to be well planned. 

 Erin stated maybe we can start on a smaller scale.   



 Keith stated we need to have some type of incentive to keep the 

students interested. 

 Centralized bin pilot - update from Carolyn and Justin 

 Justin shared we are focused on reducing trash pickup in offices.  We 

informed people that we would pick up once a week.  We started in 

SLCC.  

 Big Belly- update from Carlos– How many are installed? How many more? 

 Carlos shared we installed six and plan to install six more.  I will 

review possibly adding solar powered recycling bins next to them.  

 Keith stated please think about location to make sure we are in 

compliance with the handicapped/disabled students. 

 Great Forest  - update from Carlos 

 Carlos shared he plans to meet with Fred and Laureen soon.  No new 

information. 
 

 General comments from Council members. What other activities would we like to tackle? 

 Erin shared I would like to know about carbon footprint and how that 

information is disbursed. 

 Mel stated Kaitlin puts the info on our website.  You can go to the 

Sustainability site to view that info as well. 

 Erin stated Green Grow will be the frontline for all of the students.  

Anyway we can help with any of your projects just let me know and I 

will get the information out. 

 Justin shared Planet aid was a great success.  Thanks for starting that project. 

o Mel asked did they weigh the items? 

o Carolyn stated she will contact them and request the data. 
 

 Next meeting – Tuesday, September 23, 2014 10:30am-12:00pm.  Alumni House 

Conference Room. 
 

 Anyone who cannot join the meetings may review the mtg notes on our Google site. 


